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Thurston PTO Board Positions 

President Oversees activities of the entire PTO. Leads PTO to 
achieve mission. Liaison between school principal and 
families. Identifies and implements PTO-related 
actions, informal committee member of all 
committees, recruits and designates chairs for 
Thurston events, assists with PTO budget, runs and sets 
agenda for PTO meetings. 

Vice 
President    

Works closely with the PTO President, and assumes 
role in the event of absence. Helps oversee building 
relationships, and reviews PTO Bylaws. 

Secretary Responsible for recording and distributing PTO meeting 
minutes. Communicates meeting-related information 
to Thurston Community when needed. 

Treasurer 
 

Receives and disburses PTO funds. Manages PTO books 
and bank accounts using web-based software program. 
Organizes and reports yearly tax information. 

Website Designs and maintains PTO website. Regularly 
updates website with current news, events and reports. 

School 
Messenger 
 

Composes and emails weekly newsletters to families. 
Communicates school news/events to Thurston 
Community. 

Room 
Parent 
Coordinator 

Coordinator of class Room Parents and Room Parent 
events. Emails Room Parents correspondence to share 
with classes. 
 

Clague Rep Liaison between Thurston and Clague Middle School. 
 

PTOC Thurston representative at PTO Council meetings. 
*for a full description, visit the PTO website (aaps.schoolwires.net/domain/388) 

mailto:pto.thurstonelementary@gmail.com
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Thurston Elementary School 
Events and Programs 

 
September 
Back-to-School Kickoff 
The Back to School Kickoff is a celebration of the upcoming school 
year. During this time, families are presented with Back to School 
packets which includes the long awaited classroom placement. The 
kickoff provides students with the opportunity to meet their new 
teacher, and classmates. Families enjoy reconnecting, and discussing 
the upcoming semester. 
 
Project Lead the Way 
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) is the country’s leading provider of 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) programs. This 
world-class curriculum helps students develop skills essential to the 
global economy. As of Fall 2015, Thurston was one of nine schools in 
the district to offer PLTW programs. Using the project-based 
curriculum, our 1st through 5th grade students will identify problems, 
and design science experiments to find solutions. 
 
Picture Day 
All students will have their pictures taken for the yearbook and class 
photo. There is no charge for students to take pictures. If you choose 
to order pictures however, there are a variety of packages available 
for purchase. Payment can be made online, or on picture day by check 
or cash.  
Parents are needed to help retrieve/return classes, and help keep the 
event running smoothly. 
 
Thurston’s 5K 
In 2015, we celebrated Thurston’s 50th birthday, and this whole-
family fun event was started. Kiwanis Ann Arbor Morning Edition, will 
sponsor this event and help raise funds for some of our Thurston 
organizations.  
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At this fundraiser, all are invited to walk, run, or stroll a 5K route that 
winds through the beautiful Thurston neighborhood and grounds. This 
is great way to connect with school friends, the community, and enjoy 
fall colors. Please visit: https://kiwanismorningedition.org. 
 
Walk to School Days 
Walk to School Days occur approximately once a month throughout 
the school year. Scheduled walk to school days are posted on the 
school calendar, and reminders are included in the weekly school 
newsletter. On these days we encourage as many students as possible 
to walk or bike to school (parents, too!). If you live outside the 
Thurston area but would still like to participate, you may drive to one 
of the neighborhood remote locations (four to choose from), and walk 
with your child(ren) from there. Your child will receive a small token or 
treat in the Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) once he or she arrives at 
school. 
 
In October only, we recognize International Walk to School Day and 
Thurston hopes to have EVERY STUDENT walk or bike to school on this 
day. On this particular day, the parking lot and drop-off lanes are 
closed. We will have volunteers at the remote locations (four to 
choose from) where families who live outside the Thurston 
Neighborhood may drop off their children and provide a short walk to 
school.  
 
We need many parent volunteers stationed along these routes to 
ensure that every child walks safely to school. We also need several 
volunteers in the MPR helping to provide refreshments and/or tokens 
to all our walking students. The volunteer commitment is only about 
30 minutes prior to the start of school.  
 
OHMHA Fall Festival 
This neighborhood festival is organized by the Orchard 
Hills/Maplewood Homeowners Association (OHMHA). Although it is 
not officially a Thurston event, many Thurston families live in the 
neighborhood, and participate. This event takes place by the Thurston 
Nature Center (TNC) near the Orchard Hills Athletic Club (OHAC) Pool. 
In the past few years, the Thurston 5th grade choir and other music 
classes have performed. Snacks are on sale for a nominal charge. 

mailto:pto.thurstonelementary@gmail.com
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Curriculum Night 
During this event parents will have an opportunity to learn about their 
child’s grade level curriculum, as well as classroom activities for the 
school year. Teachers will give a brief presentation, distribute 
educational resources, and answer questions. Parents will also sign up 
for the first parent-teacher conference of the school year. Curriculum 
Night will be divided into two sessions (K-2, and 3-5). All grades will 
meet for a joint presentation before or after the classroom sessions.  
More information will be sent home with your child, as well as 
included in the school newsletter.    
 
October 
National Walk to School Day 
*please see September for description 
 
PTO Fundraiser: 
Each year the PTO organizes a school wide fundraising effort. This 
fundraiser provides most of the funds for our school year’s PTO 
budget. The funds raised are used by the Thurston PTO to help pay for 
field trips, classroom supplies, extra-curricular programs and clubs,  
literacy resources, curriculum enhancements, building beautification, 
and anything else that benefits the students and school.  
 
Previous PTO fundraisers include the Fun Run, where students seek 
sponsors to run or walk in a self-paced race, and collection envelopes, 
where parents are asked for a suggested donation per student.  The 
PTO fundraiser for the school year will be determined by the 
committee of parent volunteers.  
 
Fall Carnival / New Book Sale 
Every October Thurston hosts the very popular Fall Carnival, a social 
kick-off event where Thurston families enjoy an indoor carnival with 
activities, games, and prizes. Classrooms throughout the school are 
converted into game/activity rooms, and students have the 
opportunity to play games and win prizes. Some of Fall Carnival’s 
favorite attractions include The Cake Walk (where students can win a 
cake or baked treat), Soccer, Monster Dance, Science Games, Craft 
Room, and Plinko. Not only is Fall Carnival a fun event, it also serves as 
a fundraiser for Thurston’s PTO. Carnival tickets are for sale, and can 
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be used for games, pizza, snacks, and trinkets. 
 
The New Book Sale is always held on the same night as the Fall 
Carnival. Working together with our Media Specialist, we will 
transform our library into a lively bookstore for one whole day. The 
prices are the same as you would pay at the store and a percentage of 
sales are used to purchase library books. The books we sell are 
handpicked by the school librarian, and are limited to actual books (no 
extra merchandise or electronics) for children up through 5th grade. It 
is a great place to come for your (early) holiday shopping! 
 
Many volunteers are needed for both events. For the Fall Carnival, 
help is needed for ticket and pizza sales, set-up/clean-up, and at the 
various game booths.  For the New Book Sale, volunteers are needed 
to set up/take down the book sale, supervise the book sale during the 
day when the students come through the preview the sale (though 
purchases are not allowed until after the bell rings), and work the sale 
during its open hours. 
 
The Thurston Play 
(auditions in October; presented in March) 
This annual, original musical is a more than 40-year-old tradition that 
started with a group of musical comedy-minded Thurston parents 
years ago. Each year, an original script is put together, to which music 
is added. While the songs are drawn from the great American 
songbook, including Broadway, popular, and folk tunes, the lyrics are 
written by a “Lyrics Committee” to suit the story.  
All are welcome, and while there  are “auditions,” no one is turned 
away. Children from Kindergarten through 12th grade routinely 
participate, and adults up to grandparents are always represented. 
Recent themes have included space ("I Need Some Space"), fairy tales 
(“The Bride of Thurstonstein”), and Ann Arbor’s Art Fair (“Thru the 
Fairy Door”). The production is presented on three nights, usually in 
late March. Although a hefty commitment, especially during the last 
two weeks of production, the play is a blast! 
 
The entire production, from singers/actors, musicians, directors,  
producers, costume-makers, set designers, ticket sellers, concession 
organizers, public relations people and backstage runners are 
volunteers, so there are many opportunities to be involved. Please 
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look out for news of auditions in the weekly e-newsletter "The Heron 
Happenings", and visit the website https://www.thurstonplayers.org/. 
 
Pumpkin Sale 
Our own Thurston Nature Center “CEO,” Frank Commiskey, gathers 
pumpkins from Green Things Farm,  (located on Nixon Road) to sell at 
Thurston. Pumpkins have sold out in previous years at this fun fall 
fundraiser, so get yours early. Parents are needed to sell pumpkins, 
usually near the main office by the flagpole before and after school. 
 
Halloween Parade 
On Halloween, students are welcome to bring costumes to school and 
participate in an all-school parade. The costumes must be non-scary. 
No make-up is allowed, and the costume must be able to be worn over      
the child’s clothes. Parents are invited to line the route outside and 
take pictures. If families object to their children’s participation, there 
will be an alternate activity in the library. Parents are needed in the K-
2 classrooms to help with dressing. You can contact your child’s Room 
Parent for more information the week before the event. 
 
November  
Turkey Trot 
This event is usually held just before Thanksgiving break. It occurs 
during the school day, from 12:30-3:00 pm. All children are invited to 
walk/run/stroll around a 1-mile course that goes through our precious 
Thurston Nature Center, over to Bluett, rounds the corner at 
Georgetown, then enters back into the Thurston property by the 
OHAC pool. An unknown celebrity parent dresses as a turkey to greet 
the children, and for many years, Busch's has supplied healthy treats. 
It is not a race, though some children treat it as such. 
Many parents are needed to cheer, and help run this event. 
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Science Olympiad 
(practices start late Fall/early winter; competition is typically 
May/June)  
Children in grades 2-5 will compete against 30+ schools throughout 
Washtenaw County in fun science events. With more than 2,500 
participants each year, the Washtenaw Elementary Science Olympiad 
(WESO) is the largest elementary Science Olympiad in the country, and 
has been steadily growing since its inception more than ten years ago.  
Teams work with coaches in a hands-on collaborative learning 
environment to gain knowledge and expertise on a specific scientific 
topic. Events are slightly different each year, but recent topics include 
genetics, barge building, aerodynamics, chemistry, circuits, computer 
programming, botany, ornithology, astronomy and more. All events 
are coached by parent volunteers and area high school students. 
Volunteers are needed to coach, work at the actual Olympiad, and 
bring food for our annual, very delicious Thurston Science Olympiad 
Potluck.  
For more information, view the website: www.thurstonweso.org. 
 
January 
Project Lead the Way/Science Fair 
The traditional Science Fair (an event for students to display and 
present a science experiment/project on a display board) may be 
merged with Project Lead the Way fair, an expo of student 
demonstrations/experiments to showcase student’s STEM expertise. 
Volunteers are needed to help with planning, setting up tables, 
cleaning up, and listening to student presentations.  
 
February 
NAAPID 
National African American Parent Involvement Day (NAAPID) is a 
national observance day designed to open up dialogue amongst 
teachers, parents, and students. The goal of NAAPID is to have a more 
conducive learning environment for African-American students from 
kindergarten through college. NAAPID is the brainchild of the late Mr. 
Joseph Dulin, an insightful Ann Arbor Michigan principal, who decided 
to concretize his Million Man March pledge by encouraging parents to 
visibly demonstrate support of their children’s education on this day. 
At Thurston, we value the parent involvement made by all of our 
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families. The goals of NAAPID are pertinent to every family, as the 
Thurston community is strong and filled with involvement, activism, 
and support. 
 
Talent Show 
Students are invited to audition and showcase their talents in this all- 
school event. Together with our music teacher, our principal Ms. 
Natasha York, selects featured acts for the show. There are several 
rehearsals the week of the performance, and acts are strictly held to 
two minutes. Grades K-2 will have a morning performance, and 3-5 
will perform for their grades in the afternoon. Parents are welcome to 
attend. In the past, students have danced, performed skits, magic 
tricks, jokes, played instruments, jumped rope, done gymnastics, and 
even demonstrated the Chinese yoyo. If you are interested in helping 
in any way, please contact the main office. 
 
March 
Thurston Play Performance 
*please see October for description 
 
Spring Pictures 
A professional photographer comes to Thurston in the spring to take 
pictures of the children. Families will receive a photo proof, but are 
under no obligation to purchase pictures. 
Parents interested in assisting with Spring Pictures are asked to inform 
the office. 
 
April 
Earth Week 
During this exciting week, many “green” activities will happen at 
Thurston! Each grade is assigned a special project to complete. Past 
projects include making bat houses, constructing a solar energy 
apparatus for the Thurston Pond, and planting rain gardens on the 
campus. 
Volunteers are needed to help students with projects. 
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May 
International Night 
Thurston’s International Night is a school year favorite! It is a great  
celebration of the many countries/heritages/cultures at Thurston.  
 
The program begins in the MPR, where everyone gathers to watch the 
eagerly anticipated performances from all over the world. During this 
time, students showcase their culture, and amazingly choreographed 
routines on stage. Performers take great pride in sharing their 
heritage, and are often viewed as celebrities of the night. 
 
The next phase of the program includes a journey across the world, as 
families have the opportunity to visit classrooms, each representing a 
different country.  Most rooms are filled with native artifacts, display 
boards, traditional music, and delicious foods to eat. Students receive 
“passports” which are stamped after they answer a question about 
each country.  These passports are a great way to engage the children, 
and also make fantastic souvenirs. Wonderful aromas permeate the 
hallways with foods from all over the world, so do come hungry!  This 
event is always completely FREE to attend. 
 
Volunteers do many things from making food that originates from 
their native country, setting up displays about their cultural heritage, 
to helping students perform dances, musical numbers, or other arts 
related to their native country. Everyone is welcome! 
 
June  
Field Day 
Every spring we have a Field Day for the students during the school 
day. Field Day is a great opportunity for students to enjoy teamwork 
and fun outdoor games. It is often, but not always, on the Friday 
before Memorial Day weekend. All students participate in fun events 
such as, tug-of-war, sponge toss, Frisbee toss, sack races, etc. Our 
Physical Education Teacher plans and organizes the events. 
Students should wear sunscreen (please apply at home), hats, and 
may wear swim wear underneath clothes. MANY parents are needed 
to run the stations (and bring wagons for water transport as well as 
large jugs).  
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Snow Cone Social (former Ice Cream Social) and  
Used Book Sale 
These two events are held on the same night in late Spring. The Snow 
Cone Social takes place outside, and the Used Book Sale takes place in 
the MPR.  At the Snow Cone Social, students enjoy a variety of games 
and activities, face painting, bubbles, hand-made snow cones, and a 
delicious assortment of food from locally owned businesses. In 
previous years, students have enjoyed live entertainment from the 
Thurston 5th Grade Choir and the Clague Middle School Band.   The 
Snow Cone Social is a great time for parents to connect with other 
families and reflect on the school year. 
Volunteers are needed to help serve snow cones, supervise games and 
activities, and help with set-up and clean-up.  All games and activities 
are free; snow cones and other food are available for purchase..   
 
The Used Book Sale fills the entire MPR with books of all genres, for 
all ages. Books are donated by Thurston families, as well as members 
of the community. Families and community members look forward to 
sifting through the plethora of reasonably priced books. It is amazing 
to see the wide variety of books, and hear the eruption of excitement 
from one's great find. Students are given a free book coupon, and 
have the opportunity to select a book before the sale opens to the 
public. 
Volunteers are needed all week leading up to the event to sort the 
books that Thurston families and neighborhood people bring in for the 
sale. They are also needed during the day on the Friday of the sale to 
supervise students who come into the library for the pre-sale, and at 
the actual event to sell books, set up, clean up, and pack up the unsold 
books for delivery to the Ann Arbor District Library (AADL) book sale 
downtown or other charities. Everything for both events is done in 
shifts so no one person is expected to work the entire evening. 
 
Fifth Grade Farewell 
Bring your hankies for this beautiful ceremony that will help your fifth 
grader say goodbye to Thurston and look forward to moving on. Each 
student receives a certificate, and there is a special performance by 
the 5th grade choir. In addition, a special speaker offers words of 
wisdom for our precious departing children. 
Farewell usually takes place during the last week of school.   
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End of School Year Clap Out 
The last day of school is an exciting time for students and parents. 
Each year on the last day school, students are greeted by cheering 
families outside the building after half-day dismissal. Families and 
friends are encouraged to congratulate students and take pictures 
with classmates and teachers. Details on the last day dismissal 
procedures are given during the last weeks of school.  
 

School Clubs 
 
Academic Games 
Academic Games is a series of games designed to test student's 
knowledge in various subjects.  Thurston 4th and 5th grade students 
will have the opportunity to enhance their problem solving, and team 
building skills while playing fun games. Students are admitted on a 
first come basis. Each student who is accepted will be asked to pay a 
fee for startup cost of purchasing additional games and printing. 
Academic Games meets weekly, and parents are strongly encouraged 
to volunteer. 
 
Chess Club 
Chess Club is a FREE club held one morning per week in the Thurston 
library. Students play friendly games of chess with their classmates in  
a low-stress environment. Club time is from 8 am until the bell rings. 
There are a few parents who supervise, so you may leave your child. 
There is no sign-up, nor are there snacks, and you can come anytime. 
If you are interested in Chess CLASSES, you can sign up and pay for 
these through Ann Arbor Rec and Ed Department online, or at their 
main office (at Pioneer High School).  Many of our "clubbers" do enroll 
in Red and Ed's Chess Classes, but are not required to. 
 
Community Service Club 
The Community Service Club provides students with the opportunity 
to do service projects for the school and community. Students meet 
once a month during lunch/recess hour to work on specific projects 
and initiatives. In 2016, students launched the Thurston Pantry. 
This in-school pantry provides goods to families in need at the school. 
Other projects include a shoe drive, Operation Gratitude, Project Keep 
Warm, Thurston’s Buddy Bench and more. These students take great 
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pride in making a difference, and being seen by their peers as leaders. 
The Community Service Club is offered to grades with a volunteer 
Parent Coordinator who helps plan, and execute age-appropriate 
community service projects during lunch hour. Participants hold 
fundraisers throughout the school year to raise money for various 
charities and supplies for future projects.  
Students may be asked to bring in project-related supplies. For more 
information, visit www.thurstoncsc.org. 
 
Fifth Grade Choir 
Our music teacher organizes a fifth grade choir every year. It is open to 
all fifth grade students. They meet once a week during lunch recess 
and perform several times throughout the year, including once at a 
Board of Education meeting at the downtown library in the fall. 
Thurston is the only elementary school in town to have a fifth grade 
choir. Please contact the music teacher for more information. 
 
Girls on the Run 
Girls on the Run (GOTR) is a program for 3rd-5th grade girls, designed 
to get girls moving, think outside-the-box, and have fun. The group 
meets in the spring, twice a week, from 4-5:30.  There are short, 
interactive lessons focusing on making healthy choices regarding 
nutrition, relationships, exercise, etc. There are fun, group-building 
exercises and lots of movement! The movement varies, from walking 
to running to skipping to galloping......whatever form it takes, the goal 
is to be active and have fun. The season culminates in a 5K run/walk 
on U of M's north campus. GOTR is a wonderful way for your daughter 
to get to know herself and the girls around her better, to challenge 
herself physically, and to have a great time! Please send inquiries to 
gotrthurston@gmail.com. 
 
Girl Scouts/Boy Scouts 
Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts provide students with the opportunity to 
try new things, build friendships, do community service, and embark 
upon new adventures. Troops meet weekly at the school, and work on 
various projects to earn merit badges. An informational session will 
take place during the beginning of the school year. During this time, 
parents may express interest in a troop for their child. Troops will be 
organized by grade, and will only take place if there is enough interest, 
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and a parent volunteer available to serve as Troop Leader. Look for 
information about the Thurston troops in backpack mail. 
 
Green Schools 
Thurston’s Green School has a reputation for doing exemplary work, 
earning us “Evergreen” status—the highest “green” award possible! 
The students on the Green Team lead school-wide efforts to reduce, 
reuse, and recycle. They help in many ways, including: making the 
lunchroom a waste-free place by showing peers where/how to 
compost and recycle; by planting, watering, weeding and harvesting in 
Thurston’s garden; helping with recycling/composting at school events 
such as Bagel Friday; and collecting compost/recyclables from other 
parts of the school. Each student on the Green Team has a job that 
they do weekly or more regularly, and jobs may be rotated throughout 
the year. Being a part of the team is a great way for your child to learn 
responsibility and help the environment at the same time. 
 
Parental support is crucial to sustaining this program and our status! 
This involvement includes supporting Green School efforts in the 
lunchroom and assisting with activities during trainings and field trips, 
and at school events. Other various, behind the scene tasks can be 
done from home or after hours.  
  
Prairie Press 
Prairie Press is quarterly newsletter filled with a compilation of articles 
and stories written by student authors. Prairie Press is open to all 2-5 
graders who are interested in writing articles, short stories or poems, 
creating puzzles, and conducting informative interviews of their 
choosing. Prairie Press offers several sessions, and meetings occur 
after school. A schedule is sent around before the first session of the 
year. There will be a flyer announcing the dates in the "Heron 
Happenings". We look forward to Thurston Herons writing 
entertaining and informative articles. Parents may be asked to donate 
a snack for the group.  
Visit http://www.a2schools.org/domain/659 to view past editions. 
 
Robotics  
The Robotics club motivates students to learn different science, 
technology, engineering, and math (STEM) concepts through a fun and 
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exciting robotics based curriculum. Through working in groups, 
Thurston 5th grade students will have the opportunity to enhance 
their problem solving, and team building skills. In addition, they learn 
important life skills including presentation skills, leadership skills, and 
self-assurance. Each student who is accepted will be asked to pay a fee 
for startup costs. Robotics club meets weekly, and parents are strongly 
encouraged to volunteer.  
  
Safety Patrol 
Thurston's Safety Patrol is conducted under the auspices of AAA of 
Michigan. Our patrol is composed of up to 36 volunteer students from 
the 4th and 5th grades. Safeties serve every other week in pairs or 
groups of three to cross students at intersections, assist in our parking 
lot, put up and take down our flag, etc. A meeting is held during the 
first week of school to inform students of the responsibilities of 
serving on the Safety Patrol and to invite volunteers to participate. 
Parents of participants may be asked to serve hot cocoa to safeties as 
they come in from their posts on winter mornings. 
 
Student Council 
Student Council is an extracurricular activity for individuals interested 
in student and school affairs. Representatives will either be selected 
by a teacher, or nominated by their class. Elected officials will meet 
monthly to plan and organize school events and fundraisers.  
Information about student council will be available through your 
child’s classroom teacher. 
  
 

Volunteer Opportunities at Thurston 
 
Art Room Volunteers 
Throughout the semester the art teachers may request assistance 
during art hour for students in grades K-1. Volunteer tasks may include 
distributing supplies, collecting projects, or assisting with cleanup. 
Please contact the art teacher for more information. 
 
Classroom Volunteers 
Teachers may have opportunities for to families to assist with various 
classroom tasks during the school year. Teachers may request helpers 
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for class field trips, book orders, or homework folders. The younger 
grades such as K-1, may also need assistance with centers (math, 
reading, writing, etc.). The class Room Parent may also request 
support from families for class parties, school events, clubs,  
and more. 
 
Holiday Wish List Program 
Each year during the holiday season the Thurston community helps 
Thurston families in need.  This is a wonderful way to give back, and 
recipient families are always extremely grateful for the gifts.  
This year, the Thurston Pantry will partner with this program in hopes 
of simplifying the donation process. Volunteers are needed to help 
organize and wrap gifts. Please check the Heron Happenings late fall 
for more details.  
 
Library Volunteers 
Parent volunteers are welcome to help in the school library. 
Volunteers are needed to check-in/check-out borrowed books and 
organize the library. Contact the school Media Specialist if you are 
interested in helping.   
 
Lunch Room Volunteers 
Thurston has an amazing team of dedicated lunch supervisors. The 
lunch supervisor team is made up of parents, college students, and 
members of the community. Because of the short lunch/recess time 
allotment, and large number of attendees, additional support is 
always encouraged. Parent volunteers are crucial in assisting with this 
daily operation, and are always welcomed. 
Volunteer duties include; monitoring students on the playground (sun 
or snow), keeping a close eye on playground dynamics, assisting with 
line formation, and returning students to designated classrooms. 
Please contact Mr. Robert (rmelendez50@gmail.com) if you are 
interested in assisting with lunch/recess. 
 
Motor Moms and Dads   
Parent volunteers work with K-2nd grade students on specific kinetic 
exercises, designed to enhance reading comprehension and classroom 
attentiveness. Exercises may include, hopping, skipping, and jumping 
while counting, or walking on a balance beam while reciting ABC’s. 
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Parents are needed weekly for 1.5 hours to work with children in small 
groups of four. These activities take place outside of the classroom (in 
the main hallway or the preschool hall) and offer students a physical 
outlet during the day while reinforcing academic stepping stones. 
 
PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) 
Thurston’s Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) is a group of parents, 
teachers, and staff with the common goal of providing a bridge 
between the school and community, as well as the initiation of school 
improvement efforts. The PTO is also responsible for planning school 
fundraisers and school-wide events. The PTO meets the first Tuesday 
of every month in Thurston’s Library to discuss relevant topics, goals, 
and the appropriation of funds. Everyone is welcome to attend. Dinner 
and childcare are always provided. 
 
Each year, PTO provides funding for field trips, classroom supplies, 
extra-curricular programs and clubs, literacy resources, curriculum 
enhancements, building beautification, and much more. This would 
not be possible without the contributions and support of our Thurston 
Community. 
 
PTO members play a pivotal role in the execution of the organization's 
mission.  Parents are always welcome to attend meetings. Board 
elections are held yearly, and members interested in joining the board 
are encouraged to shadow incumbents. Please visit the website 
http://aaps.schoolwires.net/domain/388 for more information. 
 
PTO Landscaping/Grounds Committee 
This group of parents is actively planning improvements to the area 
around the building. They arrange cleanup and planting days for the 
school grounds, and implement plans for new playground equipment 
and other grounds improvements. 
Contact Principal York (yorkn@aaps.k12.mi.us). 
 
Room Parent 
This role is perfect for someone who would like to help in the 
classroom and/or know more about what is happening around the 
school. Room Parents play a key role in keeping classroom families 
connected to each other and the larger Thurston Elementary 
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Community. Each classroom has one or more room parents. Roles and 
responsibilities are tailored to suit the needs of each class. These may 
include organizing class celebrations, recruiting volunteers for field 
trips, and communicating social/school-wide information to parents. 
 
School Improvement Team 
The School Improvement Team (SIT) is a group made up of parents, 
teachers, and the principal, whose primary focus is the social and 
academic climate of Thurston. State law mandates school 
Improvement Teams. The primary objective of the group is to facilitate 
the development of Thurston’s School Improvement Plan (SIP). 
Thurston staff determines the specific strategies used to accomplish 
the goals. The SIP establishes and evaluates long-range (3-5 years) 
educational goals and objectives for the schools. 
  
Teacher Appreciation/Staff Coordinator 
Thurston has the most dedicated and caring teachers and staff 
around. In an effort to show appreciation, families work together to 
come up with clever ways of expressing gratitude. Each month, a 
different committee/group is selected to host a Teacher/Staff 
Appreciation event. Past events include, potlucks, gift cards, letters of 
gratitude, and much more. 
A Teacher Appreciation/Staff Coordinator is needed to coordinate 
these events, as well as the nationally recognized Teacher 
Appreciation Week. 
 
Thurston Clean-Up Day Volunteers 
Throughout the school year Thurston will hold clean up days. Family 
and community members are asked to help clean up the school yard, 
spruce up gardens, or work on various projects in the Thurston Nature 
Center. Please look out for these dates, as upkeep of our unique 
outdoor environment is crucial. 
 
Thurston Community Translators 
We are in need of parents to support our (ESL), English as a Second 
Language, families. Communication between parents and the school is 
vital to our children’s success. If you are fluent in English and a second 
language, please consider being listed in Thurston’s language 
directory. 
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Thurston Nature Center Committee 
The Nature Center provides unique opportunities for teaching and 
learning science outside the classroom. The Thurston Nature Center 
committee, a group of parent and community volunteers, is 
responsible for oversight and maintenance of the Nature Center.  The 
committee meets monthly in the school library to discuss various 
topics relevant to the upkeep, and functioning of the nature center. 
 
Thurston Pantry 
The Thurston Pantry is an in-school pantry solely run and operated by 
students and volunteers. Thanks to the generosity of the entire 
community, families in need are provided with goods throughout the 
school-year. Thurston families are asked to consider donating non- 
perishable foods, toiletries, and cleaning supplies to this cause. 
Donation bins are located in the main hallway, and are accepted 
anytime throughout the school-year. Monetary donations are also 
appreciated, and will be used to purchase additional goods for the 
pantry. Please visit http://www.thurstoncsc.org/thurston-pantry.html 
for more information about this wonderful cause! 
 
Volunteer Coordinator 
The Volunteer Coordinator is responsible for assisting families with 
various school and class-related volunteer opportunities. The 
Coordinator serves as the designated person of contact throughout 
the school, and responsible for delegating tasks to interested parents, 
as well as referring parents to the appropriate Event Coordinator. 
 
Yearbook Coordinator 
Thurston students can purchase a yearbook near the end of the school 
year. The yearbook showcases class photos, school events, school 
clubs, and favorite candid moments. The yearbook is often considered 
the highlight of the last days of school, and students eagerly collect 
signatures while hunting for familiar faces. Throughout the school 
year, families are asked to email picture submissions to the Yearbook 
Coordinator. It is the coordinator’s responsibility to organize the 
layout of the yearbook using the designated photo program, as well as 
to take a group picture of each class. 
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The Official Thurston Dictionary 
 
2/3 Playground: The 2/3 playground is designated for the second and 
third grade students. The 2/3 playground includes the spider web, a 
new play structure, and the butterfly garden. This playground is 
located on the right side of the school and is adjacent to Ardenne 
Drive. 
 
4/5 Playground: The 4/5 playground is designated for fourth and fifth 
grade students. This playground includes a play structure, and 
basketball courts. The courts are the prime spot for jumping rope and 
hopscotch. The 4/5 playground is located directly behind the school. 
 
826: 826 Michigan is a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting 
expository writing skills for students ages 6-18. Weekly drop-In writing 
sessions and workshops are free to all students. This is a widely 
utilized writing resource for many of our Thurston students. For more 
information please visit their website:  http://www.826michigan.org/ 
 
Ann Arbor PTO Thrift Shop: The Ann Arbor PTO Thrift Shop is your 
source for unique, gently-used treasures with all proceeds donated to 
Ann Arbor Public Schools and its students. The shop accepts donations 
and sells items 7 days a week, and employs over 26 full/part- time 
employees. Throughout the year the shop will have designated days 
where profits are donated to specific schools in the district. The Ann 
Arbor PTO Thrift Shop has contributed money towards Thurston field 
trips, functions, fundraisers, and causes. Families are asked to support 
this shop whenever possible. Visit http://www.a2ptothriftshop.org/ 
for more information.  
 
Bagel Fridays: Bagel Fridays are a great community event here at 
Thurston! During this monthly affair fresh bagels, coffee and juice are 
sold before school begins. Besides the great bagels and coffee, Bagel 
Fridays serve as a social hour for parents, students, and even staff. 
Students enjoy sitting with their friends and families during this time, 
and often view Bagel Fridays as a nice segue into the highly 
anticipated weekend. Proceeds go to the PTO. 
Parent volunteers are needed to pick up bagels, serve bagels, and 
collect money. 
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Balas: The Balas Administration Building is the administrative building 
for AAPS (Ann Arbor Public Schools). Balas is located at 2555 S State 
St., near Boardwalk and Eisenhower Parkway. 
 
Box Tops: Box Tops are an easy way to help raise money for our 
school. Thurston receives 10¢ for every one collected. A Box Top is a 
small perforated square found on many products such as Avery office 
products, General Mills, Hanes, and canned goods. Students and 
families are encouraged to collect and submit the Box Tops to the 
school. Box Tops have been used to purchase Document Cameras, 
soccer goals and books for the library. Weekly contest are held, and 
the class with the most collected are recognized during the weekly 
Heron Huddle. Please visit the website to find a complete list of 
participating products on The Box Tops for Education website at 
www.btfe.com, and contact the Parent Representative for any 
questions. 
 
buddy bench: The Community Service Club designed and launched 
Thurston’s Buddy Bench in 2015. The Buddy Bench’s aim is to reduce 
loneliness, and foster friendships on the playground. 
Thurston’s playground policy is for everyone to be inclusive, so 
students interested in joining a group to play with are always 
encouraged to approach and join. Playground dynamics however may 
be a challenge for some students, and finding a group of friends to join 
may be intimidating. Students who are having difficulty finding a 
playmate can use the bench as an indicator to others on the 
playground. Students are encouraged to extend an invitation to those 
occupying the bench. 
 
Recess staff may also alert students to extend an invitation to students 
using the bench. The Buddy Bench is also a nice spot for students 
interested in sitting and relaxing during recess. There is a Buddy Bench 
on each playground. For more information about the Buddy Bench, 
please visit the official website: http://buddybench.org/. 
 
bus lane: This lane is ONLY for buses during drop-off and pick-up. Cars 
are never allowed in this lane during this time. “Safeties” (children 
who are part of the safety patrol), will be present to monitor this lane, 
and cones are set up to make sure no cars get through. 
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clip-up/clip-down: The Clip Chart is a discipline strategy used to 
promote positive behavior. This system is widely utilized in many  
classrooms across the country, and has been found to be highly 
effective in motivating students to work towards positive behavior. 
Each student is given a personalized clothespin which is clipped to the 
left and right edges of the chart labeled “ready to learn”. Throughout 
the day, the clothespins move up and down the chart based on each 
student's behavior choices. Good behavior causes the clothespin to 
move up one level (clip up), and inappropriate behavior results in the 
clothespin moving down one level (clip down). 
*magnets, popsicle sticks, or other tools may also be used 
 
drop-off/pick-up lane: This refers to the middle lane in the school 
parking lot. This lane is for dropping off and picking up ONLY.  You are 
never to leave your car unattended and running. Please keep all our 
children and staff safe by observing this one rule. 
 
green: Being "green" is a term widely used at Thurston. Green 
describes being more environmentally conscious as an effort to help 
preserve the planet and its natural systems and resources. Thurston 
takes great pride in being a Green School, and has initiated many 
efforts such as composting, recycling, and education. Families are 
strongly encouraged to recycle at Thurston. Green Schools 
representatives are normally on standby to answer questions about 
recycling, composting and waste disposal.  
 
“Heron Happenings”: The Heron Happenings is Thurston’s weekly 
newsletter. The newsletter is emailed weekly, and is filled with 
important dates, school updates, and events. The newsletter is also 
available at: http://aaps.schoolwires.net/Page/9369. Copies of the 
Happenings can be printed in the office as needed. 
Parents or groups interested in having a submission published should 
email request by Thursday to newsletter.thurstonpto@gmail.com. 
  
heron huddle: The Heron Huddle is a weekly roundup and meeting for 
all students at Thurston. The huddle usually takes place on Monday 
mornings, and provides students with updates, school news, school 
policies, and upcoming events.  During this time, each of the specials 
teachers will acknowledge and award an exceptional class with a 
trophy for the week. A trophy is also presented to the class with the 
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week's most box tops. Throughout the year, classes or grades will give 
performances or present work during the Heron Huddle. The huddle is 
usually narrated by 1-3 students, and each grade will be represented 
during the school year. Parents are always welcome to attend. 
 
indoor recess: Michigan weather can be unpredictable, so outdoor 
recess may be suspended because of rain, or when the 
temperature/wind chill drops below zero. During indoor recess, 
students will remain indoors, and may occupy the library or 
gymnasium. Indoor recess activities may include socializing, crafting, 
jump rope, or basketball. Children should dress appropriately, as the 
district policy states that all students are expected to attend outdoor 
lunch recess unless it rains or temperature/wind chill drops below 
zero. 
 
K/1 Playground: The K/1 playground is for students in Kindergarten 
and first grade. This playground includes a swing set, sand box, and a 
play structure with a tire swing. The K/1 playground is also the home 
of the school's garden, where students work with Mr. Frank to plant 
seasonal fruits and vegetables. The gardeners take great pride in 
harvesting and sharing their lovely salads, vegetables, and pumpkins 
with the school.  The K/1 playground is located on the left side of the 
school, and also includes a gated play structure for students in 
Preschool. 
 
Kiwanis: Kiwanis International is a service organization committed to 
changing the world, one child and community at a time. Kiwanis Ann 
Arbor Morning Edition (KAAME) holds fundraisers and offers support 
to the Northside of Ann Arbor. Their signature event is the annual 
Kiwanis- Thurston 5k/Run/Walk which benefits the Thurston Nature 
Center's Educational Fund and Thurston Pantry. Please visit:  
https://annarbormorningeditionthurston5k.wordpress.com/about/.  
  
late slip: Students who arrive late to school should report to the main 
office and get a late slip. The late slip serves as a hallway pass as the 
student proceeds to his/her classroom. Students should give the late 
slip to their teacher upon entry into the classroom. 
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Luigi: Luigi the cat is an honorary member of the Thurston 
Community. Luigi is usually found hanging near the school yard 
watching the children play. He is adored by many, so if you see a nice 
black cat hanging out, please say hello. Luigi's orange friend Mario is 
also a regular. 
 
Modulars: Modular units were recently installed to accommodate the 
growing population at the school. Thurston is one of four elementary 
schools in the district to receive modular units. The units are situated 
on the 4th and 5th grade playground.   
 
MPR: The Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) serves as the lunchroom, 
auditorium, and common meeting place for most of Thurston’s events. 
The MPR is located next to the school’s gymnasium. 
 
OHAC: Orchard Hills Athletic Club (OHAC) is a nice affordable place for 
swimming fun. Membership includes the use of OHAC (2300 
Yorktown), and Dolfin Pool (2050 Prairie). The pools offer a variety of 
amenities, and are a great way to stay connected with school and 
neighborhood friends. The pools regularly hold social events including 
potlucks, cookouts, parties, twilight swim, and much more. OHAC 
offers several other programs including swimming lessons, water 
aerobics, adult swim, and water polo. Each year, many Thurston 
students join the swim, dive, and synchro teams. For membership 
information, please visit the website: https://www.ohacpool.org/. 
 
pizza kits: Little Caesars Pizza Kits are a popular frozen pizza option for 
many families. The pizza kits include pizza ingredients/toppings, and 
are quite easy to assemble before baking. The taste, quality, and 
convenience of these kits are always given high ratings. Pizza kits sales 
are usually held once a year and can be ordered through student 
sellers online or by form. Please contact the Parent Representative for 
more information. 
 
PTO website: Thurston’s PTO’s site includes information about the 
officers, community concerns, as well as PTO meeting minutes. 
Parents are encouraged to regularly visit the website to stay up to 
date with PTO news and events www.a2schools.org/Page/1750. 
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Rec & Ed Dept: Rec & Ed offers a variety of affordable recreational and 
enrichment opportunities to the local community. Students can join 
school sports teams such as soccer, basketball, or baseball, and 
compete with other schools throughout the district. Rec & Ed also 
offers enrichment classes and programs at Thurston afterschool.  
View  upcoming sessions at: http://www.a2schools.org/reced.  
 
school messenger: Important school-related news and updates may 
be communicated via school messenger. This designated 
email/telephone alert system notifies parents of the latest news such 
as school closings and events. 
 
scrip cards: Gift cards referred to as scrip cards are available for a 
variety of popular retailers/restaurants (target, Meijer, Amazon, etc.). 
Scrip cards can be purchased at face value, and the PTO receives a 
small percentage of each card purchased.  
 
sign-up genius: Sign-up Genius is a software tool for volunteer 
management, and event planning. Sign-up Genius is one of Thurston’s 
primary methods for volunteer recruitment. Once a free account is set 
up online (http://www.signupgenius.com/), parents will have the 
option to view and sign up for a time slot, event, or even parent 
conference. Usage of the program is fairly simple, and for many 
families it is a way of life. 
 
specials: Specials is the term often used when referring to classes 
outside a student’s homeroom. Examples include art class, gym class, 
library, or music. 
 
STEM: STEM education incorporates skills of science, technology, 
engineering, and math to help prepare students to meet the 
challenges of the global society through innovation, and problem 
solving. Thurston offers a wide variety of programs to enhance 
student's STEM expertise. 
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student directory: The Student Directory is a widely utilized resource 
for many parents. From coordinating playdates and parties, to 
emailing families, the directory is a go-to guide for many families. 2016 
marked the first year of the online version, and the transition away 
from printed booklets. Families interested in directory viewing or 
listing are asked to visit the website: http://myschoolanywhere.com.  
 
TNC/Thurston Pond: The TNC (Thurston Nature Center) includes the 
Thurston Pond as well as surrounding habitats adjacent to the school 
grounds. The area is enjoyed by many people in the community, and 
school classes have used the nature center as part of Ann Arbor Public 
Schools' Environmental Education Program for decades. Please visit: 
http://www.thurstonnaturecenter.org/ 
 
 
*All events, programs, and dates listed in this booklet are subject to change. 
Please be sure to check the school newsletter, and emails periodically.  
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Important Contacts 
Principal Ms. York yorkn@a2schools.org 

Office Administrators 
Ms. Nikki, Mrs. Delp,  
Mrs. Clark 
 

berryn@a2schools.org, 
delpk@a2schools.org, 
clarkla@a2schools.org 
 

 PTO President pto.thurstonelementary@gmail.com 

PTO thu_pto@aaps.k12.mi.us 

Thurston Parent Guide thurstonparentguide@gmail.com 

Thurston Pantry thurstonpantry@gmail.com 
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